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To our obliging Correspondent at Liverpool we are indebted for 
the following interesting intelligence, contained in the 4th No. 
of the Monthly Extracts of the Correspondence of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 

ZEAL OF CATHOLICS IN GERMANY, FOR THE CIRCULATION OF THE 

SCKIPTURES. 

From a Catholic Professor of Divinity at , July 20,1817. 
For this fortnight past, a disorder in my eye has prevented me 

from. writing and reading; and the first use | make, with thanks 

to God, of my recovered sight, shall ‘be, to discharge the sacred 
duty of conveying to the Revered Bible Society the sentiments 
of superlative joy in the Lord, and of heartfelt gratitude, which 
abound—not in me only, but in many thousands, languishing 
after scriptural food. Writing, however, can give but a faint 
idea of those overflowings, beheld and interpreted by God alone, 

‘¢ God will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the know- 

ledge of the truth:”’—This was the motto that presented itself in 

heavenly radiance to my faith, as inscribed on the magnanimous 
grant of Christian charity, of which your letters to me were the 
cheerful harbingers. Blessed be fiod, the Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the God of all consolation and grace, for having 

opened the hearts and hands of his faithful worshippers, who did 

not seek their own, but that which is profitable for the salvation 

of many. 

And how shall I sufficiently praise the Lord, for his Wise and 
unsearchable ways, in disposing of all events, who changes night 
into day, and darkness into light, and is able to make friends out 
of foes ; in whose omnipotent hand opposition and obstruction 
become instruments of bringing forth that which is good, and ac- 
complishing bis eternal decrees. For never did I disseminate, in 
so short a period such a vast number of copies of the New Testa- 
ment, as since the time of the late bible prohibitions ; and no 
where have | perceived a more lively and ardent desire after the 
word of God, than in those very places where infatuated men 
strive to dry up that fountain of living water, or to prevent the 
people from having free access to it ! 

Of this, the annexed copies of letters, selected from a vast num- 
ber that pour in upon me, will convince you ; many other letters 
from different quarters speak of the blessed fruits of repentance, 
renovation, putting off the old man, and putting on the new, 
daily produced in the hearts and conduct of those Christians who 
have obtained that Book of Bouks, with which they were unac- 
quainted before, and which they esteem now as the most sacred 
rule of their faith and practice. Many persons, who were cold 


w 




















274 Zeal of the Catholics in Germany, 


both in faith and in charity, have thereby been brought to know: 
themselves, and have been made partakers of a life hid with Christ: 
in God. A number of letters contain passages that bear testimo- 
ny to the power and wisdom of God, experienced by multitudes in 
these days of distress and of famine ; nothing short of this bread, 
which came from heaven, and gives life unto the world, was able 
to snatch them from the gulph of Despair, to soothe their minds, 
and to cheer them with hope and confidence in God, the Father 
of mercies. It has effected wonders, and satisfied more than the 
bread which perishes. 

The physicians advise me to use the bath for the benefit of my 
health ; but I can hardly spare so long a time from Bible distribu- 
tion: However, after much earnest prayer for divine direction, 
| have resolved, instead of going to a bathing-place, to make a 
tiblical tour. My aim will be to strengthen and confirm many 
friends of the Bible, to reconcile enemies, and to scatter the bles- 
sed seed of the word, on the right hand, and on the left. On the 
1Gih of August, 1 begin my journey for the honour and glory of 
God. Pray for me that his protection and his blessing may be 
with me, for the sake of his cause; and that, by the power of his 


‘Spirit, | may, in weakness, be able to proclaim Christ, and him 


crucified, before friend and foe, and to communicate favourable 
results after my return. 

Remember me to the continued favour of the Members of your 
most excellent Bible Society. I shall always willingly continue 
to labour with all my strength, as long as it is day, for the honour 
of our Divine Redeemer ; to the end that he may be kown more 
and more, and many may be saved by the word of his salvation ; 
that hisemame may be hallowed, his kingdom more effectually 
come, and his will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Amen. 
Hallelujah. 


1. From the Senior Catholic Minister at > January 29, 1817. 


You will perceive by the enclosed continuation of the Report 
of the — sible Society, that our zeal in the distribution of 
the Bible has been delightfully progressive. 

[ have been enabled to forward the good work more effectually 
by your kind assignment of 1000 copies. Pray receive, my be- 
loved friend, once more my grateful thanks, as well as the expres- 
sions of gratitude from thousands of poor persons who could ob- 
tain no access to the fountain of life ; and to whom the gospel 
will, in their distressed outward and inward condition, afford alle- 
viation, light and comfort. 

[ reiterate, my brother in Christ, the wish expressed before, 
that the powerful word of our Lord and Master, to whom we de- 
voutly bend our knees; that word which gives us peace of mind, 
relief, consolation, assurance of forgiveness of sins, joy, and salva- 
tion: which points out the right path, in our journey through this 
lite, and will brighten even +e gloomy moments of death; may 
be known throughout the carth,‘and among all nations, kindreds. 





























"for the circulation of the Scriplures. 275 


’nd tongues; and bring forth fruit a thousand fold, jn the hearts 
of all who read and hear it. 
2, From another Catholic Minister at —, January 24, 1817. 

In order to promote a desire to peruse the Holy Scriptures, I 
read publicly, every Sunday, certain select passages of the New 
Testament ; and have had the gratification of hearing that they 
have been read over again, at home. I also endeavour to awaken 
the same desire by my sermons, as it is my duty todo. The ris- 
ing generation will, if it please God, grow up with better princi- 
ples for the regulation of their conduct in life. 

3. From another Catholic Minister. 

I have sometimes met with parents. who have expressed them- 
selves not friendly to the propagation of the Bible ; but when, at 
a proper opportunity | presented their children with a New Tes- 
tament, they have spoke in another strain, and I have found no 
further resistance on their part. 

i hope and trust that God will be pleased to enlighten all men, 
and conduct them to the fountain of everlasting lite. lt appears 
that the promulgation of the Bible has the same difficulties to en- 
counter as the propagation of the Gospel had at first. This cause 
has many violent opponents; but we trust in God, that he will 
carry us to the end gloriously. 

4. From the Catholic Chaplain at —--, March 25, 1817. 


I was happy in receiving your letter of the 19th instant ; my 
stock of New Testaments is exhausted, and I witness, with great 
pleasure, an ardent desire for the Holy Scriptures, in both young 
and old. My joy was greatly heightened, when | observed many 

, of these making known to me, in simple, but significant language, 
the delight they experienced from the perusal of the saving word of 
God. ‘The comfort and the power of the Gospel show themselves 
anew in the hearts of the faithful. 

A farmer, whose minister you are well acquainted with, visited 
ine lately ; the Bible is his delight, though he has not perhaps the 
whole of the Vulgate in his house, much less’ a German version. 
This countryman had perused the New Testament with which you 
presented me ; and said that himself and his family were, by read- 
ing it, better instructed,and more comforted and strengthened, than 
they had been before. He felt himself quite happy in having the 
word of God in his own house; it was the treasure mentioned in 
the Gospel, which he had discovered, and on which he sets. the 

highest value. 

I could add much more, to the same effect, from my own ex- 
perience ; but you are already possessed of so many similar in- 
stances from other quarters, that mine would not convey any 
thing new to you. 

I have completely gained my three neighbouring Ministers over 
to the good cause of the Lord: they are afraid of no man who 
lays obstacles in the way of their distribution of the New Testa- 
ment; they are ready, with myself, should it so happen, to en- 
dure the humiliation, and bear the cross, of Jesus Christ. Buty 
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here in Prussia, particularly as the King protects and values Bi- 
ble Societies, endeavours to obstruct their progress will avail 
nothing. 

Hasten, my dear friend, to send me a few hundred copies, 
gratis, and, if possible, bound. You do not know the extent of 
poverty in these parts. 

(To be continued.) 
: —— 
Extracts from the First Annuau Report of the Saspatu Scoot. 
Union for Scortannp.—Presented 30th June, 1817. 


IN presenting their first annual report, your committee do not 
consider it necessary to enter into any argument in favour of the 
general principles, or of the particular plan, upon which your.so- 
ciety was founded. ‘They will only beg permission to remind 
you of the great objects which were originally contemplated in 
its institution ; as these will naturally lead to the best arrangement, 
for the report which they are now to make of the success of their 
exertions during the past year. 

The leading objects of the Sabbath School Union for Scotland 
are these :—Ist, To promote and encourage the formation of 
Sabbath Schools in every part of the country where their esta- 
blishment is required. 2d, To form a central point of union for 
the various societies and schools, from whence every information 
connected with the subject of the religious instruction of youth, 
and all the knowledge and experience, acquired in the different 
individual establishments in connection with the society, may be 
easily and rapidly diffused over the whole, and from which may 
be exhibited an interesting view of the progress of Christianity 
among the rising generation. 3d, To select and publish the most 
suitable books and tracts, to be put into the hands of children; 
and by forming a depository for these, to afford to the various 
schools throughout the kingdom, the opportunity of obtaining them 
at the lowest possible price. 

With regard to the first of these objects, your committee could 
not expect that they should be able, in their first report, to present 
you with a very large list of schools formed by their means. It 
obviously required a considerable time to obtain that circumstan- 
tial information which was necessary to guide them under this de- 
partment of their plan; and even after such knowledge was ac- 
quired and acted upon, it could not be suddenly, or in a short pe- 
riod, that the operations of the committee could be followed with 
complete success. The general establishment of Sabbath Schools 
in places where they are most required—that is, in places most 
destitute of religious instruction—it is evident, from the very na- 
ture of the thing, must be a progressive work, and can only be ef- 
fected by the activity of a variety of causes, which it is not easy 
at once to combine or put in motion. Your committee, therefore, 
have been chiefly engaged in attempting, by means, of a very ex- 
tensive correspondence, to excite throughout the country 4 spirit 
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of interest and zeal in this great cause, and to diffuse a general 
acquaintance with the salutary influence of Sabbath Schools. 

The committee have the satisfaction to know, however, that 
since the formation of the society, a considerable number of new 
schools have commenced in different parts of the country; and 
that in several of those previously existing, not only has the num- 
ber of children greatly increased, but a greater degree of energy 
and animation bas been distinctly perceptible in all the various 
departments of the schools.—These propitieus changes the teach- 
ers, in some instances, have ascribed to the zeal which has been 
infused by means of your institution. 

But for a more extensive effect in regard to this first branch of 
your plan, your committee look to the operation of a wide circu- 
jation of your report: and in this view they cannot omit the op- 
portunity which the ptesent occasion offers, of endeavouring, seri- 
ously and strongly, to impress upon the minds of those who pro- 
fess an anxiety to maintain and fo elevate the intellectual and 
moral character of Scotland, as well as of those who feel a con- 
cern for the eternal interests of their brethren the conviction, that 
nothing can so effectually contribute to the accomplishment of 
their wishes, as the training of the youth in the principles of true 
religion. 

The coinmittee discern in the rising race, the elements of so- 
ciety for the years that are to come. They believe that the 
future character of the people must, in a great degree, be moulded 
by the principles which are now imbibed, and the habits which 
are now acquired by the youth throughout the land; and they 
cannot therefore refrain from recommending it earnestly to all, but 
to those more especially who are placed in stations of rank or 
influence, to turn to this subject their most serious thoughts ; and, 
by encouraging the early religious improvement of tbose within 
their sphere of influence, to lay by far the most solid foundation 
for the highest of national attainments—the possession of an en- 
lightened, religious, and virtuous population. It is highly gratify- 
ing to your committee to have it in their power to refer to the 
Right Honourable President of your society for the example of 
that special patronage to religious education which they Wish so 
anxiously to recommend. One of the schools recently established, 
has been formed under his Lordship’s particular direction. 

The committee will now proceed to lay before you a concen- 
trated view of the information they have received, réspecting the 
state of the schools connected with the institution, and the modes 
of their management. | 


STATE OF THE SCHOOLS. 


From the difficulty of communicating widely the precise views 
of the institution, it was not to be expected, that previous to the 
circulation of any report, a very general connection would be form- 
ed; yet your committee have to report, that already there are 
embraced under your bond of Union 
324 Scsoons, containing 22,827 Caipren. In order to avoid 
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any idea of preference, where all, be the numbers small or great, 
are entitled to your approbation and affectionate regard, it is pro- 
posed in your annual reports to enumerate the societies and schools 
in alphabetical order. 

[Here follows an alphabetical list of forty-eight places, where 
schools are established in connexion with this Union ; we insert only 
afew of the largest, viz. In Aberdeen there are 22 Schools, 33 
teachers, 992 children: the annual expense of this establishment 
amounts to 131 pence sterling for each scholar (about a quarter 
of a Dollar.) 

In Edinburgh there are 72 schools, and 4880 scholars: the an- 
nual expense averages 17 pence for each child (about 31 cents.) 
In Glasgow there are 75 schools and 5742 scholars. ] 

It appears from the reports transmitted, that great as the aggre- 
gate already mentioned really is, tt falls far short of that vast ar- 
ray which would be poured forth before you, were the whole Sabbath 
Schools in the kingdom to be brought into view. 

Your committee hope that each year’s report will introduce to 
your acquaintance, and to your special care, increased, and still 
increasing numbers, till the mental eye be fully satisfied with the 
interesting spectacle of the universal diffusion of religious instruc- 
tion amongst the young by the assistance of Sabbath Schools, till 
there shall scarcely be a spot in the habitable parts of the land, 
where an attentive listener on the Sabbath eve may not hear the 
solemn silence broken by the melody of youthful praise. 

In almost all these schools, the sole object to which the exer- 
tions of the teachers are directed is the instruction of youth in re- 
ligious knowledge. There are, however, a very few exceptions 
where the children are taught reading and spelling on one part of 
the day, and their catechisin on the other. From the vast advan- 
tage always derived from simplifying the object of pursuit, your 
committee take this method of recommending the adoption univer- 
sally of the rule, that religious instruction alone should be commu- 
nicated in the Sabbath School. In England and Ireland, and in 
some parts of the Highlands of Scotland, where the system of edu- 
cation, though much improved, is stil] deficient, it may be neces- 
sary to allot a part of the Sabbath to the teaching of reading ; but 
in the more highly favoured portions of the land, where daily 
schools are attainable by almost all the population, it appears to 
your committee expedient, that the whole force which can be 
brought intv action in Sabbath Schools, ought to be brought to 
bear ‘directly on the grand point—the salvation of sinners by the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as he is offered in the Gospel. 

In aid of the teachers’ exertions, the occasional visitation of 
schools by the magistracy, the clergy, and others of weight and in- 
fluence in the country, has been found a useful stimulus; and your 
committee take the opportunity of making this report ‘to you, to 
repeat their hope that this stimulus, wherever opportunity offers, 
will not be wanting. 

Your committee have still to report the progress made in circu, 
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lating religious tracts by means of the schoois, and in publishing 
tracts with a view to that circulation. 

It appears from the accounts kept at your depository, that there 
have been sold within the year, 16,076 tracts and small books to 
the value of £173: 7: 11; a very large amount certainly, when 
remembered that it is at the very commencement of your opera- 
tions. There was no point in the constitution of the society that 
your committee Jooked to with more anxiety, than that of the pub- 
lication of tracts to be distributed as premiums. Had you assvo- 
ciated yourselves for that object alone, you would, in their opinion, 
have had an object well worthy of your care. And were Sabbath 
Schools to accomplish nothing more than to open a channel for 
successfully distributing the Scriptures and religious tracts, that 
effect alone would have stamped them valuable. These im- 
pressions of your committee were strengthened, instead of bein 
weakened, by the knowledge, that very injudicious, if not highly 
improper tracts, have been circulated for the use of Children. The 
infant mind, unhackneyed in the vices of the world, and as yet 
unassailed by the violence of passion, or the delusions of the ima- 
gination, is peculiarly open to receive impressions, good or evil, 
as they flow from a pure or a corrupt source. ‘To introduce such 
a mind into the haunts of profligacy, and to make it familiar with 
the way that leadeth down to the chambers of death, cannot fail 
to leave a polluted stain behind; and it can be no apology for this 
monstrous perversion, to state, that the punishment of vice is ex- 
posed, and will afford an antidote to the poison which has been 
infused. It ought always to be recollected, that the mind is most 
pure when it is unacquainted with vice. It seems therefore to be 
a matter of the first importance, to exclude from Sabbath Schools 
all such tracts as delineate with too minute a pencil, the features or 
the colouring of vicious passions; and on the same principle, it 
becomes the instructors of youth to put into their hands such plain, 
but lively pictures of religion, as, whilst they attract by their in- 
teresting character, may affect the heart with the sentiments they 
convey. It is not sufficient that a tract be free from vice, or even 
that it be sound in doctrine; it must, to be successful, speak at 
once to the head and the heart of the child. It must lead him on 
by the interest of a story. Our blessed Saviour, who knew what 
was in man, whose example, when he adopts human means of 
agency it must always be our safety to follow, aware of the diffi- 
culty of arresting the attention of his hearers, generally adopted 
this principle in addressing them, And your committee, looking 
to this great pattern, have endeavoured, in the little progress they 
have made, to select such tracts as are calculated at once to inter- 
est and instruct*, 

And what, it may be asked, bas been the result of all these 
operations? Your committee have no hesitation in their reply— 
that they have already produced much precious fruit to the glory 
of God, and the best interests of man. Every report decidedly 





* We trust these excellent and judicious remarks will always be kept in view 
by those who select books for Sunday School children. Epiror. 
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expresses ilris cheering sentiment; and several of them contain 
interesting illustrations of it in the account of individdal children. 
To enter into any detail of these, would swell this report beyond 
its proper bound ; and it has occurred to your eommittee, that it 
may be more useful, and at the same time more interesting, to 
collect these little histories together; and by connecting them 
with the peculiar doctrines or duties they illustrate, to form a tract 
to be published with the other tracts of the society In this view 
it is hoped, that the annual reports from societies and schools will 
continue to communicate such remarkable cases as occur. 

Your committee, looking to the whole description contained in 
the different i do heartily congratulate you on the delight- 
ful prospect. You see nearly three and twenty thousand children 
gathered around you, whose general deportment, according to the 
uniform testimony of their teachers, is sober, and steady, and at- 
tentive ; who, instead of prowling about the streets of towns, or 
the highways in villages, are assembled to receive the lessons of 
heavenly wisdom; many of whom show the distinctive marks of 
a renovated mind, and all of whom are acquiring that knowledge, 
which leads the way to the kingdom of God. Not to descend 
to particulars, whieh, however gratifying, would occupy too 
much of your time, your committee cannot withhold from you an 
intimation of the following, as some of the most apparent fruits of 
the Sabbath Schools; they are, of course, to be understood chiefly 
of the more advanced scholars, Ist, The increasing number of 
your communicants ; 2d, The formation amongst the young of 
each sex, respectively, of meetings for prayer and religious con- 
versation ; and 3d, In the bosom of these schools themselves, the 
enlargement of the heart has introduced societies for contributing 
to the dissemination of those precious truths, which they, by this 
circumstance, prove they so highly value. 

Your committee, by the judicious language used by all the 
teachers in their statements, are not much afraid of any delusive 
appearances of extraordinary sanctity being encouraged in the 
Sabbath Schools. No human being can, in reality, be over-reli- 
gious ;—because the attendance on religious exercises, to the ex- 
clusion of other known and commanded duties, is not religion, but 
hypocrisy. The grand point is to infuse the spirit of religion into. 
the discharge of every duty ; and it is not doubted that those ex- 
cellent children, whose piety is recorded in the reports of differ- 
ent schools, were as exemplary in their little secular occupations 
as in any other parts of their conduct. It is for the encourage- 
ment of those teachers who seem to regret that they have seen 
no such distinguishing religious appearances amongst their pupils— 
who, though they commend the children generally, as attentive 
and earnest at their tasks, and as improved in their general habits, 
yet see none of that fruit which is brought to maturity by the dew 
of beaven ;—it is for their encouragement that your committee 
would venture to suggest, that, under such circumstances, they 
seem to have no ground to fear that their labours even now are in 
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vain. Constitutional temperament, undoubtedly, has a great ef- 
fect in moulding the features of religious character ; and although, 


like the enjoyment of religious frames, the happiness conferred by’ 


which must always make them objects of desire and gratitude, thé 
peculiar and marked exhibition of eatly devotion caunot fail to 
rejoice the heart of every one who loveth the Saviour, and the 
souls of men; yet these are not the exclusive testimoniés to 
the working of the Spirit, which may, without such promi- 
nent displays, have made great progress in the renovation of 
the heart. In proof of this, it isto be remarked, that ina great 
number of the instances where early strong religious views have 
been exhibited, the children have been laid on beds of languishing 
and sickness. The seed which their teachers, as the busbandmen 
of God, had sown, and which, perhaps, was not observed whilst it 
was springing in the field in common with the rest; and whilst 
its growth also would be obscured by the playfulness and gayety 
of youth; this, when brought under the culture of affliction, has 
sprung up with increasing vigour, and has rapidly arrived at ma- 
turity. The seed, however, wa sown, and took root under cir- 
cumstances which eluded obséfvation. And your committee, 
from these examples, wish to encourage those engaged in this 
labour of love, by communicating to them the same joyful ‘hope 
which they themselves indulge,—that as the seed sown i8 unques- 
tionably good, though in some cases it may afterwards be burt 
up by the persecution, or choaked by the cares of the World, To 
others, —in many others,“t.will, undcr the blessing’ of Him who 
hath given the seed, and commanded it to be sown, produce fruit 
thirty, sixty, or an hundred fold. 

Let parents and teachers, then, unite their exertions in instveét- 
ing ; let the clergy inspect, and the higher classes patronise these 
labours, and your committee doubt not but the extensive and glo- 
rious result will well accord with the expectations of those, who 
look forward to the religious character of the succeeding genera- 
tion as a harbinger of the coming of Messiah's kingdom. 





ADDhESS. 
Of the Executive Committee of the Education Society for Peo- 
ple of Colour in New-En: lend. ° 

The responsibility resting on the Executive Committee of “ The 
Education Society for People of colour in New-England,”’ ‘is cheer- 
fully assumed at the request of those for whom they act; and, 
while it is felt to be no inconsiderable burden in itself, the strong 
hope of aiding the progress of truth in general, and the best inter- 
ests of Africa and her sons in particular, will stimulate them to 
proceed in the execution of their trust with alacrity. 

It may not be improper to state some of those facts which bave 
given birth to this Society, and which inspire ‘the expectation that 
it will meet with the somgtx, * of an enlightened public. The 
number of coloured people in New-England is several thousands. 
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They are Jess numerous indeed than in any other portion of the 
U. States of equal population. But they are almost without ex- 
ception free. They have imbibed at an early period, the con- 
sciousness of freedom, and with it are mingled a thirst for im- 
provement, and an ardent desire to share in the comforts of the 
social state without interruption from those prejudices which too 
often produce collisions and permanent hostility. In many in- 
stances they discover a degree of public spirit more honourable 
to their character, in proportion to the antowardness of the cir- 
cumstances in which custom and law bave placed them. Their 
industry and integrity have secured to many of them a competen- 
cy of wealth, together with that respect from society at large 
which elevates them above the sordid views usually connected 
with a state of servile dependence. In these circumstances, they 
are prepared to a good degree for receiving the seed of divine 
truth and bringing forth the fruits of it. If but few churches in 
New-England are formed exclusively from this class of society, it is 
not to be attributed to a marked deficiency of piety and zeal among 
them, but to their dispersed and disjointed situation. Many indi- 
viduals of them are connected with regular churches, and walk 
conformably to their profession. They are not, and cannot justly 
be expected to be distinguished by their literary acquirements. 
A variety of circumstances have conspired to prevent that mental 
improvement, of which they are naturally no less susceptible than 
more favoured orders of society ; and if at any time their piety 
be Jess under the regulation of sound discretion than is desirable, 
the Charity which ‘ thinketh no evil,” will find a sufficient apolo- 
gy for them in the well known and incurable defects of their edu- 
cation. 

Instances of exemplary piety frequently occur among the youth 
of colour. And when they are converted to God, they have some- 
times strong desires to ‘‘ strengthen their brethren.’” Why should 
not their desires be gratified ? Cannot the embarrassments under 
which they lie be removed, and the evils that flow from an indis- 
creet zeal be obviated ? Is the ministry of reconciliation confined 
solely tothe children of Shem, and Japhet ? has heaven interdicted 
sacred employment to the posterity of Ham ? It cannot fail to occur 
to every reflecting mind, that people of colour, having the same 
native sensibilities as other men, will cherish stronger attachments 
to a religious instructor of their own complexion, and allow to 
him a greater influence over them, than to another of fairer skin. 
‘The principle of sympathy admits neither of being controverted 
nor ridiculed. Itis inseparable from human nature ; and its effects 
are equally astonishing and salutary, in numverless instances. 

Where sincere piety is connected with a vigorous intellect, 
and both lie concealed beneath much rubbish, it is highly desira- 
ble that they be extricated from their unfavourable situation, and 
brought forward to occupy some enlarged sphere of usefulness. 
The best talents are often buried in obscurity, because indigence, 
or complexion, or some other unhappy difficulty prevented them 






A 
£ 

Ls 

r 














for People of Cotour in New-England. 283 


irom rising into notice; nay, they are often frittered away, and 
made contemptible or baneful, because employed irregularly, and 
without that judgment that can be matured only by serious study 
and faithful instruction. 

It is to search out and bring forward this description of youth 
among people of colour—to strengthen their powers—cultivate 
their pious affections—direct their studies—inspire them with zeal 
according to knowledge—elevate their views, and prepare them 
for wide fields of labour and usefulness, that this society is formed. 
The sphere of operation is humble—but the object is indescribably 
glorious. Difficulties are anticipated, but not feared. Assistance 
will be needed, and we doubt not that it will be accordingly af- 
forded. 

Were nothing more contemplated than raising up and qualifying 
ministers for the coloured part of the New-England population, the 
object would be sufficiently important to engage the attention of 
all whose compassions yearn over this neglected, and too often des- 
pised portion of our fellow countrymen. But the views of the so- 
ciety are much more extended. ‘They embrace the welfare of 
other lands—they stretch across the mighty waters, eager to plant 
the standard of the cross on every hill of that vast continent, which 
has hitherto ignobly submitted to the baleful crescent, or crouched 
under the iron bondage of the vilest superstition. They reach 
forward to the period when the moral deserts of Africa shall sub- 
mit to cultivation, and verdant groves, or fertile valleys watered by 
the streams of Siloa, shall meet the eye that has long surveyed on- 
Jy the wide spread desolations of slavery, despotism and death. 
It is their heart’s desire and prayer to God that Africa may be 
saved. That they may prove the sincerity of their desires and 
prayers, they are aware that correspondent efforts will be expect- 
ed from them. Those efforts, relying on heaven for strength, 
they are resolved to make. Nor are they deterred from their un- 
dertaking by any thing short of an absolute inability to proceed. 
If God frewn, and the saints of God refuse the aid of their prayers 
and contributions, we may fail in our first effort. But we look for 
no such disappointment. We live in an age when men are fast 
learning what they have long been slow to believe—that it is 
more blessed to give than to receive ; and we are well assured 
that Ethiopia will soon stretch out her hands to God, and receive 
those spiritual blessings through the instrumentality of her sons, 
once enslaved in Christian lands, that will infinitely outweigh alk 
the miseries to which tyranny on the one hand, and weakness on 
the other, have subjected her. 





COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

The Anniversary of the American Colonization Society, was cele- 
brated at the City of Washington on the first of this month. The 
Hon. Bushrod Washington, President of the Society, delivered an 
excellent address on the occasion ; which, with the annual Report, 
and some other important documents read at the meeting, we shall 
give in our subsequent Numbers. 
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COMMUNICATED FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


The following pastoral letter of a Minister of the Gospel in 
* England, distinguished for talents and piety, who by a severe bodi- 
ly indisposition was suddenly obliged to suspend for a season his 
ordinary}ministrations, and withdraw from his loving and beloved 
charge, will doubtless be read with interest and edification. 


My beloved flock, 

The Father of mercies having restored to me the use of those 
limbs, and in some measure the enjoyment of that strength, of 
which for a while he saw fit to deprive me, I feel great satisfaction 
in devoting some of their first efforts in this way to you; and I 
have that entire confidence in your affection for your Pastor which 
induces me to believe that a letter from him at the present time 
will prove by no means unwelcome. 

If | were to acknowledge the latest expression of your regard, 
I should refer to the address passed at vour Church Meeting of the 
13th of July, and delivered to me by your deputies on the eve of 
my departure for this place : an address which, though not needed 
to assure me of your love and esteem, is a most ardent and grate- 
ful expression of both. 

I have, however, other and longer continued favours to acknow- 
ledge than the affectionate strain of your very cheering letter. 

It is now nearly twelve years since I first took the oversight of 
you in the Lord, and during all this period, which is more than 
jong enough to try the sincerity and strength of your attachment, 
I have received nothing from you but that attractive and uninter- 
rupted Kindness, which would prove me most ungrateful indeed if 
I were not drawn to you by the force of a strong and reciprocal 
affection. Indeed I do feel sensible of my obligations for all your 
favours. Injuries | have received none. All that the most tender 
interest in my personal comfort and domestic enjoyment—all that 
the most zealous concern for my local and general reputation—all 
that respectful deference for my opinions in private, ‘and serious 
attention to my ministrations in public, could do to engage my 
warmest regards, has been done by you; and God is my witness 
how well your efforts have succeeded. But while I thus review 
your whole conduct towards me, | would more particularly dwell 
upon your sympathy with me and mine during my late heavy and 
alarming affliction. Here your love has displayed its whole force. 
The shock which the intelligence of my illness gave to your feel- 
ings—the promptitude with which you flew to the throne of grace 
on my behalf—the tears you shed—the prayers you offered—the 
ceaseless inquiries you made—the joy you discovered at my con- 
valescence—all, all are delightful proofs how near I live to your 
hearts, and how heavy is the debt of gratitude in which you have 
involved me. Oh! how sweet to my afflicted bosom were these 
expressions of your regard, when brought home by many lips to 
the chamber of my suffeyings! I felt what it was jo have an affec- 
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tionate people, especially a praying people. Yes, here was my 
comfort ; you also helping together by prayer for me. Una- 
ble sometimes through want of strength to pray for myself, except 
by short ejaculations, I cried hard, ‘ hear the prayers of my beloved 
flock :’ and he has heard them. Comfort in my affliction, and thus 
far deliverance out of it, has been his answer. 

I say comfort in it.—Yes, my dear friends, I had some consola- 
tions in the midst of all the darkness of this severe visitation ; and I 
can say with truth that my peace and sacred composure were never 
greater than when in my own apprehension L seemed rapidly 
sinking into the arms of death. 1 could look the last enemy in the 
face, for | knew in whom I had believed. 1 found that all I have 
said to you about God’s faithfulness and Christ’s ‘ability, was a 
glorious reality. I felt that 1 was a sinner, and that it was an 
awful thing to go into the presence of the God against whom I had 
sinned. But then I looked to the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sin of the world; and here [ gained a peace passing under- 
standing, and a hope full of immertality. ‘The grand doctrines 
which I have made the theme of my ministry proved the source 
of my comfort in those truly awful hours. 

Oh! cling with all the fondness of transport, as well as all the 
strength of conviction, fo these heart-reviving truths : the divini- 
ty of the Saviour—the efficacy of his atonement—the {reeness of 
his grace—the immutability of his purpose—these, these are the 
doctrines which will not-only delight you amidst the solemnities of 
public worship, but the still more solemn scenes of a dying cham- 
ber. Permit me, my dear friends, to suggest, that this affliction 
speaks very loudly both to you and to me; if I am most deeply 
interested in it, you come next. God grant that it may not be un- 
profitable to either the shepherd or the flock. It calls for deep 
searchings of heart, for close and faithful examination. It becomes 
me to inquire how I have discharged my ministry, and no less 
does it become you to see how you have received ; for we are both 
alike responsible to God. 

Let me then beseech you to scrutinize your hearts and conduct, 
to see if you have derived that knowledge, and purity, and peace, 
and love, from my instructions, which, imperfect as they have been, 
the Spirit of God, who employs mean instruments for great pur- 
poses, would have rendered them the means of producing, if you 
had sought it by prayer and watchfulness. Have you sufficiently 
valued the Gospel ministry ? Have you been sufficiently thankful 
fer it? Have you been sufficiently grateful for the measure of 
prosperity and peace we have enjoyed since our union? Or have 
you grieved the holy Spirit by depending too much upon the fee- 
ble instrument ? Oh! 1 tremble lest any of you have withdrawn 

your,reliance upon this Divine Agent, and intrusted your soul’s con- 
cerns too exclusively to the energies of a ran of like infirmities to 
yourselves. No wonder ifthis be the case, that he has threatened 
to remove the object which has been made to usurp his throne. 
Let this affliction be a new era in our connection ; may 1 be a more 
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faithful, affectionate, zealous, spiritual Pastor, and you a stil] more 
holy, enlightened, heavenly minded, dependent, and attentive 
flock. 

I greatly rejoice in the peace and harmony which have prevail- 
ed among you during my absence, which shows that the great 
Shepherd bas extended towards you his peculiar care. 

I desire to feel thankful that he has so richly provided for you 
in the excellent supplies he has sent to fill up my lack of service. 
In this respect you have been very highly favoured ; and are sen- 
sible, I hope, of the goodness of the great Head of the Church in 
this particular. 

As it respects the time of my return, or the measure of ministe- 
rial labour I shall be able to bear when I do return, it is not in my 
power at present to give you any precise information. This must 
be left for him to determine in whose hands our breath is, and with 
whom are all our ways: I can only say that my heart burns to 
publish again to you the glad tidings of salvation, and that my dan- 
ger will be rather on the side of beginning too soon, than remaining 
silent too long. This long season of rest, instead of making me 
weary of labour, has endeared to me the beloved employ in which 
[ have spent twelve years in your service. I love my master and 
my work the more, for all he has been doing with me, and by 
which I trust I shall be the more fitted for the office to which he 
has called me. 

1am happy to say, that through the blessing of the Lord I am 
somewhat better for my journey to this place. I have been as- 
sisted to pray and read the Scriptures in public, but have not yet 
attempted to preach. 

I hope none of you felt it as an ill requital of your affection, that 
I did not give you an opportunity of speaking to me the day on 
which | was favoured to worship with you at The ex- 
pressions of your regard, and the returns they would have called 
forth from me, would have been too much for my weak frame. 

To those of you whose generosity led you to contribute towards 
defraying the expenses of my journey, | return my most grateful 
acknowledgments ; but as my illness has already been burthen 
some to you, and probably may be still longer, | cannot allow my- 
self to increase the weight of the load by this additional effusion 
of your love. Be pleased, therefore, to receive back again that 
which, with whatever willingness it was bestowed, it would dis- 
tress me to accept. 

And now, dear brethren, | desire you all, old and young, rich 
and poor, to be assured of my increased regards, and continued sup- 
plication at the throne of grace. I bear you on my mind, and on my 
heart, and sum up all my desires for you in St. Paul’s exhortation 
to the Philippians—** Only let your conversation be as it becom- 
eth the Gospel of Christ; that whether I come and see you, or 
else be absent, | may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the Gospel.” 
Commending you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is 
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able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among them 
that are sanctified, 1 remain, dear brethren and sisters, in our be- 
loved Saviour, your grateful, faithful Pastor. — 


i 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF NEW-BRUNSWICK. 


The Female Cent Society of the Reformed Dutch Church in 
the City of New-York have recently paid to the Treasurer of the 
General Synod upwards of seven hundred Dollars, to .aid the funds 
of the Theological Seminary of that denomination: and a similar 
Society composed of members of the first Dutch-Cburch in Phila- 
delphia have contributed one hundred dollars fur the same object. 


A Missroxary Society was recently formed in Savannah, Geor- 
gia, of which the Rev. Dr. Kollock is President. 
s+ 
A Biste Society was instituted at Wilmington, Delaware, on 
the Ist instant. George Hooper Esq. was elected President ; Rev. 
Adam Empie, Corresponding Secretary ; Mr. Alexander Ander- 


son, Treasurer. 
3+ 


AN ALLEGORY. 


ONE day a sage knock’d at a chymist’s door, 
Bringing a curious compound to explore.— 
‘ Behold,’ said he, as from his vest he drew it, 
‘ This little treasure in a golden cruet : 
A life, a long one, for my locks are grey, 
In ceaseless toil has slowly pass’d away, 

To gain that treasure : now my search must stop : 
And see, I have but sav’d this little drop! 

‘To know the worth and nature of the prize, 

L bring it here for you to analyze. 

The best philosopher could never quite 

Its origin and essence bring to light ; 

But you, they say, by some mysterious arts, 

reduce all substances to simple parts. 

Your nomenclature differs, Sir, from his : 

We call it happiness—and here it is.’ 

And now the learned chymist strove to guess, 
With what this curious stuff would coalesce : 
First sprinkled on a lay’r of golden dust ; 

But this recoil’d, and seem’d to gender rust : 
Now sundry essences in turn applies, 

Distili’d from all that golden dust supplies : 
—Castles and villas, titles, vassals, land, 
Coaches and curricles, and fours in hand ; 
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Silks, jewels, equipages, parties, plays, 
Madeira, venison, turtle soup, and praise ;— 
But strove in vain a union to produce 

With one of these, and that small drop of juice : 
As though impatient of the vain essay, 

It did but effervesce and fume away. 

With more success the chymist next imparts 
Extracts from the belles lettres and the arts. 
No sooner do they reach it, than he sees 

It has some small affinity with these ; 

But yet, his nicest skill could not prevent 

A large residuum of discontent. 

Two curious phials next he brings to view ; 
The first bright green, the next of roseate hue : 
And first unstopped with the greatest care ; 
For when expos’d to atmospheric air, 

They frequently evaporate ; and vain 

All efforts then to bottle them again. 

Essence of friendship from the former flows ; 
And though the drop it did not decompose, 
The chymist said it rather seem’d to fix, 

Or float upon the surface, than to mix. 

Long from the next a trembling drop suspends, 
— That roseate phial—and at last descends. 
Ah! cried the chymist, with reviving glee, 

A perfect coalition here | see ! 

Distill’d from love this gentle fluid came ;— 
And then he told the sage it’s Latin name ; 


Then look’d again, to watch the process on: F 
But found, alas! the sage’s prize was gone ! 
The sudden contact caus’d a heat extreme 





it could not brook, so pass’d away in steam. ; 
Alone the essence pale and wat’ry lay ;— ; 
‘The sage demands his treasure with dismay ; 

They search the cruet, and behold it hid, 

At last, in pearly drops upon the lid. 

‘Though foil’d, the patient chemist would not stop ; 

But aiming still to decompose the drop, 

A potent acid cautiously applies, 

And straight it separates in wond rous wise. | 





For, first appears, at bottom of the phial, 

A large precipitate of self-denial ; 

Of patience, next, a copious layer is laid ; 

Of conscience, twenty scruples nicely weigh’d ; 
Humility and charity, they find 

With half a drachm of self-esteem combin’d ; 
Labour, attach’d to energy of soul, 

And moderation to connect the whole ; 

Feeling and taste in airy gas unite, 

And knowledge rises in a flame of light. 


Youth’s Mag. 








